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Canal project to
wipe out docks

along shoreline

ELIZABETH ROBERTS EROBERTS@TRIBUNE.COM

Were she not the wife of a
pastor, Boca Raton resident

Eleanor Nicholas mightbe

lessresigned tothe recon-
struction of her backyard.

She canlive with having
to water her lawn with a hose
untilshe canrebuild her
sprinkler system.

She is resigned to the flat-
tening of the bank separat-
ing her property fromthe
Hillsboro Canal.

Even her new dock canbe
replaced, she said, albeitata
cost that is thousands more
than the $5,000 she spent six
years ago.

“It’s not bombs dropping
outof the air... butit’smy
dock,” Nicholas said.

As Deerfield Beach Com-

missioner Bill Ganz ex-
plained at a meeting earlier
this year, Nicholas’ dockis

_affected resi-

- one of many sacrificed as the

South Florida Water Man-
agement District examines
the Hillsboro Canal from the
ocean to the Everglades.

The district’s goalisto
rectify 50 years of encroach-
ment by bothfoliage and
property owners. To do that,
it will clear more than seven
miles of the canal’s shoreline
from about Military Trail to
441.

More specifically, the dis-
trict will dredge the water-
way, grade the canalbank
and remove brush, trees and
some residents’ docks.

Whenresidentslike
Nicholas learned of the plan,
she went door-to-door in her
neighborhood,
rallying other S8

dents to attend |
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B e apublic meetinglast

J week. \

B Aboutadozen turned

ees® out;onlytolearnthat
while the project cropped up suddenly,
it had been long in the planning.

Randy Smith, a South ¥ lorida Water
Management District spokesman, said
thatthearea’s 2,000 miles of canalsare
on a schedule to be maintained so they
can continue topretect the area from
flooding by moving water to the sea.

‘Tothatend, the districtinsome
cases has evenadjusted the right of
Sway. s "
Nicholas said when district person-
nel stopped by with news of the $20°
million project,she started.asking .
questions: Who will manage the ease-
ment? What happens to her dock?

. Thenews, she said, was not encour-
“I'm not a happy camper,” she said.
“I'mgoingtolosea beautiful big dock.
... Andif you wanttoreplaceit, you..
have to getinline and go throughthe
whole procésstogeta permit.”
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