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By Lisa Bolivar
Two people have been ar-

rested after they tried to cash
a check stolen from their pri-
mary victim, Unity Church of
Pompano Beach. The two are
believed to be behind three
burglaries at the church lo-
cated at 261 SE 13 Ave.,
where musical instruments
and other items had been sto-
len over the course of about a
month.

Detectives got a break in
the case when surveillance
video, provided by SunTrust
Bank in Wilton Manors,
showed Daniel Nugent, 40,

cashing the stolen check. An
alert Det. Carol Singstock
noticed the handwriting
looked familiar to her and re-
lated it to another case she
was working on, resulting in
the correct identification of
Sandra L. Durden, according
to the Rev. Marion Wadhams
of Unity Church.

“When she observed a
check that had been cashed
for $3500 written on a church
check that had been
stolen, she observed the hand-
writing on it and it clicked
with her that maybe it was the
same person as Sandra, who

was in jail [for something
else],” Wadhams said in a
phone interview. “It was re-
ally good detective work.”

Nugent, who also has been
arrested, later identified
Durden, 39, and Richard
Thibodeau, 32, both of 320
SE 11 Ave., Pompano Beach,
as having carried out the bur-
glaries at the church.

When detectives visited
Unity Church Pastor Marion
Wadhams, she was able to
identify the couple. Wadhams
said she knew the couple be-
cause she had given them

Church injustice

See Church, pg 22

West Deerfield
Community Alliance

Candidates begin
filing for Deerfield
Beach Commission

Ridin’ at Disney

By David Volz
Bill Ganz, president of the

Deer Isle Homeowners Asso-
ciation and a former member
of the city’s Code Enforce-
ment Board, has filed to run
for the Deerfield Beach City
Commission District Four
Seat. This position will be
vacated by Commissioner
Steve Gonot, who has served
his limit of two terms and is
now running for mayor.

“I have lived in Deerfield
Beach for 12 years,” Ganz
said. “I am concerned about

how the city is being run.”
Ganz, 39, said he would like
to give voice to the citizens.
“I am an average homeowner
who has gotten highly in-
volved and I think I can make
a difference in the city.”

Maintaining a high quality
of life is important to Ganz. “I
would like the city to be more
progressive and proactive
when it comes to policy,” he
said. “There needs be smart
growth within the city. If we
build something, we need to

See Candidates, pg 18

(L-R) Sebastian, Evan and Jordan from the Observer
Rockhounds enjoy a fun-filled day at Disney World. See
page 16 for story and photos.

The 48th annual Lighthouse Point Mayor’s Cup ran last Thursday and proved to be a
real challenge for the sailors. For story and more photos, turn to page 9. To watch a
short video highlight, visit our website at ObserverNewspaperOnline.com and click
on ‘Mayor’s Cup Video’.

Photos by David Volz

By David Volz
The Nextel Corporation

wanted to install a cell phone
tower in the Villages of
Hillsboro Park. Surrounding
members of the community
did not think this would be a
good thing for the area but
they weren’t sure how to stop
it. So they began talking
amongst themselves and real-
ized that by banding together,
they could address this issue
and other problems affecting
their neighborhoods. One year
and a half ago, they formed
the West Deerfield Commu-
nity Alliance. It is an organi-
zation that represents thou-
sands of residents in ten

homeowners associations. It
has a liaison with Deer Creek
and is hoping to establish a
relationship with Century Vil-
lage, according to Bill Ganz,
one of the group’s leaders.

“We stopped the cell tower
from being built at the Vil-
lages of Hillsboro Park,” Ganz
said. He is the president of the
Deer Isle Homeowners Asso-
ciation. “It will be on the Fo-
rum Building in Deer Creek.
We realized we had strength
in numbers when fighting lo-
cal issues. Residents of Deer
Isle, Starlight Cove and other
neighborhoods rarely com-
municated. Once we had a

See Alliance, pg 11
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group, we started sharing in-
formation about crime, traffic
and other issues affecting our
neighborhoods. We have cre-
ated an information clearing
house for western Deerfield
Beach.”

The Alliance has had four
official meetings. Each meet-
ing includes about 18 to 25
people, according to Ganz.
The original goal was to have
at least two representatives
from each neighborhood.  But
all residents are welcome and
encouraged to attend. The Al-
liance now meets on the fourth
Wednesday of every month at
the BSO Substation on Power-
line Road at 7:00 p.m.

Most recently, the Alliance
has held discussions about
homes abandoned because of
foreclosure. Some residents
had concerns about cars being
parked in swales while others
wanted members of BSO to be
more polite to residents.

“We have talked about con-
struction traffic at the new
Target store, traffic calming
and petty crime in the area,”
Ganz  said. “If 70 percent of
the people at a meeting want to
take an issue to the City Com-
mission, we will do so.”

Ganz explained that the Al-
liance is not political and does
not endorse candidates. He and
Gary Lother, another mem-
ber, are running for the City
Commission District Four
Seat. But their campaigns are
not discussed at the meetings.

Colleen Didonato, vice
president of the Deer Isle
Homeowners Association and
another leader of the Alliance,
said she does not want the
group to become political. “We
want to be a clearing house of
information,” she said. “We
want to share information and
help our communities.”

She is pleased with the
group. “We came together over
the cell tower issue. During
this process, we felt by bring-
ing neighborhood associations
together, we would have more
weight.  We now come to-
gether to share information.”

Lother, president of the Deer
Creek Improvement Associa-
tion, said he likes the idea  of

having an alliance. “I think it
is a good roundtable and a
place where ideas are shared,”
he said. “We are able to tackle
different problems.”

John Stevenson, president

of the Gates of Hillsboro
Homeowners Association and
one of the Alliance founders,
added, “This allows us to come
together and share informa-
tion about issues in our neigh-
borhoods.”

Alliance continued from pg 1

longevity, a 14 percent increase each year.
As voters and taxpayers, particularly in these difficult economic

times when jobs are hard to come by and foreclosures in our city
exceed 600 homes, do you support such lucrative pay and benefit
packages for our civil servants? Unfortunately, such contracts are
commonplace in Deerfield Beach, and our current elected officials
and union leadership that represent city employees are unwilling
to challenge the rising costs of providing services in favor of
simply adding such costs to the backs of taxpayers.

It’s also interesting that these particular contracts are being
voted on just before we learn what the budget and resulting
property tax rate will be for 2008.  I urge you to let your voice be
heard by contacting your commissioners and the mayor regard-
ing where you stand on these particular labor contracts that are
about to be considered.

David Nace
Deerfield Beach

Historical essay brings memories
To the Editor:
With interest, I read your article about the old Deerfield Bank.

I was employed as a teller at that bank in the early ‘60s when
Percy White was the president. My regular customer on Friday
night was the “now famous Wayne Huizenga” to cash his
paycheck! Thought you might be interested in hearing about this

piece of history. I may have a newspaper picture of all the “old”
bank employees at that time. Let me know if you are interested,
and we could probably make a copy.

Hannie Amadeo
Deerfield Beach

Keep C-SPAN2 simple
To the Editor:
Is anyone else out there as outraged as I am over the fact that

Comcast has taken away our C-SPAN2 channel? The company

$2.88 each month. This to watch a channel which, outrageously,
Comcast still boasts on its website: “Created by Cable. Offered
as a public service,” so much for “public service” from Comcast.

The cable company has taken away C-SPAN2 from its view-
ers in many markets across the country and the Internet is
jammed with messages of complaints to Comcast.  If you’d like
to add your voice to theirs, go to comcast.com or write: Brian
Roberts, CEO, Comcast, 1500 Market Street, Philadelphia, PA
19102.  Tell him we demand our C-SPAN 2 back!

Richard Cooke
Deerfield Beach

Letters continued from pg 6

recently “moved” the channel
from its “Basic” to its “Digital”
level of service. (However, it
left our dozens of comedy, en-
tertainment, game, movie and
sports channels alone!)

Now, in order to watch C-
SPAN2 which offers gavel-to-
gavel coverage of U.S. Senate
sessions, weekends of
“BookTV” and interviews with
experts discussing national and
international issues of critical
importance you’ve got to get a
box from Comcast, hook it up
to your TV, and pay Comcast




